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Objective: To investigate the relationship between the incidence of contrast-induced acute kidney injury (CI-AKI) and the levels of
the systemic immune-inflammatory index (SII, platelet × neutrophil/lymphocyte ratio) and high-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hsCRP)
in patients with ST-segment elevation myocardial infarction (STEMI) undergoing percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI), to analyze
further the predictive value of the combination of SII and hsCRP for CI-AKI.
Methods: Retrospectively analyze the clinical data of STEMI patients who underwent PCI in our cardiology department from
November 2019 to March 2021. Restricted cubic splines were used to determine the correlation between SII and hsCRP and the risk of
CI-AKI. Patients were divided into the CI-AKI group (n=71) and the non-CI-AKI group (n=344) according to postoperative creatinine
changes. Logistic regression was used to analyze the factors influencing CI-AKI. ROC curves were used to evaluate the predictive
value of SII, hsCRP, and their combined levels on CI-AKI.
Results: Restricted cubic spline analysis showed that when SII>653.73×109/L and hsCRP>5.52mg/dl, there was a positive correlation
with the incidence of CI-AKI. And the incidence of CI-AKI rose with the inflammation status. The receiver operating characteristic
curve of SII combined with hsCRP was 0.831, which was higher than SII or hsCRP alone. The logistic regression analysis showed that
high-risk factors of CI-AKI were diabetes mellitus, platelet count, and highly elevated SII and hsCRP.
Conclusion:Within a certain range, elevated inflammatory biomarkers SII and hsCRPwere risk factors for CI-AKI after PCI in patients with
STEMI. This study suggests that the combination of SII and hsCRP predicts the risk of CI-AKI more accurately than either biomarker alone.
Keywords: restricted cubic spline, systemic immune-inflammatory index, high-sensitivity C-reactive protein, contrast-induced acute
kidney injury, ST-segment elevation myocardial infarction, percutaneous coronary intervention

Introduction
A large and increasing number of procedures using radiocontrast media are performed each year worldwide.1 The use of
iodinated contrast media has previously been linked to acute kidney injury (AKI), occurring within days after their administration
and typically referred to as contrast-induced acute kidney injury (CI-AKI). It is associated with long-term impairment of kidney
function, the need for renal replacement therapy, and subsequent all-cause deaths.2 Several studies have shown that the proportion
of ACS patients with renal function injury is as high as 30%.3 The incidence of CI-AKI in ST-segment elevation myocardial
infarction (STEMI) patients is four times higher than that in patients with stable angina pectoris.4 Furthermore, AKI was an
independent prognostic factor for long-termmortality of patients with STEMI complicated by cardiogenic shock and treated with
primary percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI).5 Therefore, early recognition of high-risk groups is particularly crucial for
active prevention and treatment of CI-AKI.
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Although the underlying pathophysiology of CI-AKI has not been fully understood, it has been found that
inflammation plays a central role in acute renal injury and CI-AKI.6 Various studies have shown that systemic
inflammatory response severity associated with poor prognosis in cardiovascular diseases could be measured from
peripheral blood-based parameters. Of them, Systemic immune-inflammatory index (SII = neutrophil count × platelet
count/lymphocyte count), high-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hsCRP), and procalcitonin are more closely associated
with CI-AKI.

The interest in the association between SII and hsCRP and the risk of cardiovascular events in patients undergoing
angiography or PCI is rapidly growing. Multiple studies have established an association of SII and hsCRP with the risk
of CI-AKI in STEMI patients.7,8 Liu et al9 have shown that hsCRP is a useful and independent predictor of CI-AKI and
was also significantly associated with in-hospital mortality in STEMI patients undergoing primary PCI. Simultaneously,
studies on kidney disease have shown that SII is significantly associated with the risk of death in patients with kidney
transplantation and metastatic renal cell carcinoma.10 It has become a new biochemical indicator to predict death and
prognosis in kidney disease.

However, the utility of their combined in predicting CI-AKI in STEMI has not been studied. Thus, this retrospective
study investigated the value of SII combined with hsCRP for predicting CI-AKI after PCI in STEMI patients.

Materials and Methods
Subjects
A retrospective analysis was performed on 563 patients with STEMI who underwent PCI in our hospital fromNovember 2019
to March 2021. Patients were included in the study if they met the following criteria: (1) diagnosed with STEMI, (2)
underwent PCI, and, (3) had follow-up creatinine levels in hospital for at least 72 hours. The exclusion criteria were those
patients with estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) < 15mL/(min·1.73m2) or severe liver dysfunction, inflammation
(including febrile disease, autoimmune disease, acute or chronic inflammatory disease, or recent history of infection),
malignancy, hematologic disorders, missing preprocedural or postprocedural SCr, surgery or trauma within two months;
allergy to artificial contrast agents and exposure to contrast medium within previous seven days. Patients who died during PCI
were also excluded. Finally, the remaining 415 patients were enrolled in the study. The mean age was 62.70±12.92. According
to the occurrence of CI-AKI after PCI, patients were divided into the CI-AKI group (n=71) and non-CI-AKI group (n=344).
The study protocol has been approved by the Medical Ethics Committee of the Affiliated Hospital of Xuzhou Medical
University (Ethics number: XYFY2022-KL122-01). All selected patients provided written informed consent for PCI.

Percutaneous Coronary Interventions
The study populations were recruited from coronary intervention cases that included coronary stenting or balloon angioplasty.
All patients who planned to undergo PCI were routinely received a single dose of oral aspirin (300 mg), 300–600 mg of
clopidogrel just before the procedure, and 100 U/kg of intravenous heparin (additional boluses were given as appropriate to
achieve activated clotting time > 250 ms). PCI was performed according to standard clinical practice using standard catheters,
guide wires and balloon catheters via the radial approach. Nonionic, low-osmolar contrast medium was administered during
the procedure (ioversol, Yangtze River Pharmaceutical Group). The contrast dose, medication, and intra-aortic balloon pump
(IABP) support were left to the discretion of the interventional cardiologist according to patient need. High-risk patients
should be administered 0.9% saline by intravenous infusion at a rate of approximately 1mL/kg per hour, beginning 6–12 hours
before the procedure and continuing for up to 12–24 hours after the radiographic examination, if diuresis is appropriate and
cardiovascular condition allows it. In patients with left ventricular ejection fraction (LVEF) less than 40% or heart failure, the
hydration rate should be reduced to 0.5 mL·kg−1·h−1.11 Intravenous hydration was continued longer in cases who developed
CI-AKI at the discretion of the attending physicians.

Study Method
All patients received venous blood collection at room temperature before PCI on admission. Relevant demographic
variables were gathered from the medical record systems for all patients, including age, gender, systolic and diastolic
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blood pressure on admission, history of smoking, drinking, hypertension, and diabetes mellitus. Serum biomarkers
include fasting blood glucose, serum creatinine (SCr), blood urea, serum uric acid, cystatin C, eGFR, albumin, monocyte
count, neutrophil, and lymphocyte count, platelet count, Hemoglobin, hsCRP, N-terminal pro-brain natriuretic peptide
(NT-proBNP) on admission, SII. Monitor blood lipids, including cholesterol levels on admission (small dense Low-
Density Lipoprotein (sd-LDL), low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C), high-density lipoprotein cholesterol, trigly-
cerides, lipoprotein-a (Lp (a)), total cholesterol). The data collected during PCI included the main diseased vessels (left
coronary artery, left anterior descending coronary artery, left circumflex coronary artery, and right coronary artery), the
total length of the implanted stent, the average diameter of the implanted stent, the number of implanted stents, contrast
medium volume, and contact time. Serum creatinine level measurement was repeated at 48 and 72 hours after contrast
medium exposure in all patients. All blood samples were tested in the central laboratory of our hospital. Left ventricular
ejection fraction was recorded by echocardiography to evaluate left ventricular systolic function.

Definition
The primary outcome for this study was the occurrence of CI-AKI, which was defined as an absolute serum creatinine
increase ≥ 44 mol/L or a relative increase in serum creatinine ≥ 25% occurring within 48–72 h after the coronary
procedure, in accordance with the European Society of Urogenital Radiology (ESUR) Guidelines.12 The rates of CI-AKI
were calculated using pre- and post-procedural serum creatinine measurements. Related definitions and diagnostic
criteria included the following: Current smoking is those who have smoked regularly in the past six months. The SII
was defined as follows: SII=P×N/L, where P, N, and L were the preprocedural peripheral platelet, neutrophil, and
lymphocyte counts, respectively.

Statistical Analysis
Natural logarithm transformed values were used for the statistical analyses of some variables as the original values were
skewed. Continuous variables with normal distribution were expressed as the mean ± SD and compared using the
Independent sample t-test. Continuous variables without normal distribution were expressed as the median (25th-75th
interquartile range) and compared using the Mann–Whitney U-test. Categorical variables are expressed as counts and
percentages (%) and compared using the Chi-square test. Multiple binary logistic regression analysis, Backward Wald
method, was used to define the independent predictors of CI-AKI. Restricted cubic spline (RCS) analyses were used to
explore the nonlinear correlation between the SII, hsCRP, and the prevalence of CI-AKI, respectively. The red area
represents the 95% confidence interval. In addition, receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curves were conducted to
calculate the sensitivity and specificity and determine the cutoff value. At the same time, a Pairwise comparison of the
ROC between the SII, hsCRP, and the combined was performed using DeLong’s test. Furthermore, multiple logistic
regression analysis was carried out to evaluate whether SII and hsCRP were associated with the incidence of CI-AKI
after controlling possible confounding variables (diabetes mellitus, diuretics, sd-LDL, fasting plasma glucose, serum
creatinine, eGFR, ln(NT-proBNP), hsCRP, neutrophil count, lymphocyte count, platelet count, NLR, PLR, and SII). All
statistical analyses were performed using SPSS version 26.0 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA), and the statistical software
package R, version 4.0.3 (https://cran.r-project.org). All tests were two-tailed, and P-value < 0.05 was considered
statistically significant.

Results
Different Characteristics Between Non-CI-AKI and CI-AKI Groups
A total of 415 patients were enrolled after applying inclusion-exclusion criteria in this study, and there was 71 (17.1%)
developed CI-AKI. The baseline demographic characteristics, demographic data, previous medical history, vital signs on
admission, laboratory indices, angiographic variables, and medication use at discharge, are listed in Tables 1 and 2. The
patients in the CI-AKI group had significantly a higher prevalence of diabetes mellitus, fasting plasma glucose, serum
creatinine, sd-LDL, ln(NT-proBNP), hsCRP, neutrophil granulocyte count, platelet count, NLR, PLR, preprocedural SII
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level and diuretic use, and lower eGFR, lymphocyte count than those in the non-CI-AKI group. No significant differences
in the frequency of smoking, hypertension, contrast medium volume, and other indicators between the groups.

SII and hsCRP Level Before PCI and CI-AKI
After adjustment for all potential confounders in this study, when the SII concentration was greater than 653.73×109/L,
the prevalence of CI-AKI increased with SII concentration. When the SII concentration was less than 653.73×109/L, the
prevalence of CI-AKI reached a plateau. When the hsCRP was less than 5.20 mg/L, it was a plateau for the prevalence of
CI-AKI; when the hsCRP was greater than 5.20 mg/L, there was a positive correlation between the prevalence of CI-AKI
and the hsCRP (Figures 1 and 2).

Associations Between the Prevalence of CI-AKI in Different Subgroups According to
SII and Serum hsCRP Levels
According to RCS analysis results, patients were further stratified as preprocedural low or high SII (< 653.73×109 or ≥
653.73×109/L, respectively) and low or high hsCRP (< 5.20 or ≥ 5.20 mg/L, Table 3). The rates of CI-AKI were higher in
the high SII or hsCRP groups relative to the low groups. Because SII and hsCRP are biomarkers of inflammation, the
patients were also stratified into low-, medium-, or high-inflammation groups. Specifically, low inflammation was defined

Table 1 Baseline Demographic and Clinical Characteristics of the Study Groups

Variable Non-CI-AKI Group (n=344) CI-AKI Group (n=71) χ2/t Value P value

Age (year, X±s) 62.72±12.90 67.03±12.34 0.068 0.946
Age>75, n (%) 56(16.27) 13(18.31) 0.175 0.676

Men, n (%) 271(78.78) 53(74.65) 0.587 0.444

Hypertension, n (%) 144(41.86) 30(42.25) 0.004 0.951
Diabetes mellitus, n (%) 94(27.33) 33(46.48) 10.166 0.001

Smoking, n (%) 145(42.15) 28(39.44) 0.450 0.502

Drinking, n (%) 94(27.33) 18(25.35) 0.116 0.733
Systolic pressure (mmHg, X±s) 126.78±20.90 127.82±22.56 −0.375 0.708

LVEF< 40%, n (%) 64(18.60) 17(23.94) 1.068 0.301
Diastolic pressure (mmHg, X±s) 78.31±14.22 79.61±14.87 −0.691 0.490

Aspirin, n (%) 344(100) 71(100) – 1

Clopidogrel/Ticagrelor, n (%) 344(100) 71(100) – 1
Beta-blockers, n (%) 280(81.40) 60(84.51) 0.385 0.535

ACEI/ARB, n (%) 226(65.70) 51(71.83) 0.997 0.318

CCB, n (%) 40(11.63) 6(8.45) 0.603 0.438
Diuretics, n (%) 86(25.00) 26(36.62) 4.033 0.045

Statins, n (%) 319(92.73) 65(91.55) 0.119 0.730

Nitrates, n (%) 250(72.67) 49(69.01) 0.392 0.531
Criminal artery vessels, n (%)

Left anterior descending, n (%) 140(40.70) 33(46.48) 0.809 0.368

Left circumflex, n (%) 91(26.45) 16(22.54) 0.472 0.492
Right coronary artery, n (%) 107(31.10) 19(26.76) 0.525 0.469

Left main, n (%) 6(1.74) 3(4.23) 1.708 0.191

Stent number per patient, n (%)
1 (n, %) 303(88.08) 59(83.10) 1.312 0.252

≥2 (n, %) 41(11.92) 12(16.90) 1.312 0.252

Stent length (mm) 16.19 ± 3.21 16.83 ± 2.74 −1.730 0.086
Stent diameter (mm) 3.17 ± 0.89 3.23 ± 0.77 0.551 0.582

Contrast exposure time (min) 37.96±11.26 40.23±13.65 1.488 0.138

Contrast medium>100 (mL) 182(52.91) 46(64.79) 3.356 0.067

Abbreviations: CI-AKI, contrast-induced acute kidney injury; LVEF, left ventricular ejection fraction; ACEI, angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitor; ARB, angiotensin
receptor inhibitor; CCB, calcium channel blockers.
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as low SII and low hsCRP. Medium inflammation was considered the combination low SII and high hsCRP, or high SII
and low hsCRP. In the high-inflammation group, both SII and hsCRP were high. The incidence rates of CI-AKI rose with
the inflammation status (P < 0.001).

Value of SII and hsCRP in Predicting CI-AKI by ROC
The ability of SII, hsCRP and combined SII with hsCRP to predict CI-AKI As shown in Figure 3 and Table 4, we
calculated ROC curves to illustrate the performance of SII, hsCRP and the combination of both factors to discriminate
CI-AKI from non-CI-AKI in all participants. We calculated the cutoff point as 831.05×109/L for SII and 5.55 mg/L for
hsCRP to estimate the presence of CI-AKI with a sensitivity of 73.2% and 70.9% as well as a specificity of 84.5% and
61.3%, respectively. The AUC was calculated to assess the performance of CI-AKI discrimination for each biomarker.
Pairwise comparison of ROC curves by the DeLong method indicated that the models of SII (AUC: 0.764; 95% CI:
0.704–0.825; P = 0.001) and hsCRP alone (AUC: 0.769; 95% CI: 0.714–0.823; P < 0.001) produced similar degrees of
discrimination of CI-AKI (z = −0.093, P = 0.926), and both were inferior to the combined SII with the hsCRP model
(AUC: 0.831; 95% CI: 0.786–0.876; P < 0.001).

Multiple Logistic Regression Analysis of Risk Factors for CI-AKI
The multiple logistic regression results showed that diabetes mellitus, platelet count, and inflammatory biomarkers were
high-risk factors of CI-AKI (Table 5). The incidence of CI-AKI was higher in patients in whom both SII and hsCRP were

Table 2 Hematological and Biochemical Measurements of the Study Population

Variable Non-CI-AKI Group
(n=344)

CI-AKI Group
(n=71)

t/Z value P value

Triglycerides (mmol/L) 1.20(0.88,1.70) 1.26(0.90,1.92) −0.839 0.401

Total cholesterol (mmol/L) 4.28 ± 0.99 4.26 ± 0.99 −0.086 0.931

High-density lipoprotein (mmol/L) 0.99 ± 0.23 1.01 ± 0.24 0.670 0.503
Low-density lipoprotein (mmol/L) 2.61 ± 0.81 2.60 ± 0.80 −0.081 0.936

sd-LDL 0.87 ± 0.45 1.24 ± 0.43 6.294 <0.001

Albumin (g/L) 39.42 ± 5.08 38.67 ± 5.57 −1.119 0.264
Fasting plasma glucose (mmol/L) 5.58 (5.01,6.64) 6.33 (5.35,8.94) −3.186 0.001

Blood urea (mmol/L) 5.74 ± 1.98 5.60 ± 2.08 −0.545 0.586
Serum creatinine (µmol /L) 67.35 ± 15.62 75.96 ± 18.97 4.069 <0.001

Uric acid (µmol/L) 318.97 ± 92.38 307.13 ± 87.43 −0.992 0.322

cystatin C (mg/L) 1.06 ± 0.35 1.05 ± 0.40 −0.235 0.815
eGFR (mL/min) 119.72 ± 33.42 104.14 ± 33.78 −3.572 <0.001

ln(NT-proBNP) 7.11 ± 1.17 8.09 ± 0.90 −7.899 <0.001

Lipoprotein (A) (mg/L) 260.85 ± 171.83 281.61 ± 157.83 0.939 0.348
Total bilirubin (µmol/L) 16.52 ± 8.32 16.18 ± 7.25 −0.318 0.751

Direct bilirubin (µmol /L) 6.03 ± 3.17 5.97 ± 2.98 −0.161 0.872

hsCRP (mg/L) 3.70(1.10,6.70) 9.30(6.00,11.20) −7.129 <0.001
Hemoglobin (g/L) 135.29 ± 17.55 137.56 ± 19.03 0.980 0.328

Monocyte count (109/L) 0.53 ± 0.63 0.45 ± 0.24 −1.052 0.294

Neutrophil count (109/L) 6.15 ± 2.68 6.93 ± 3.02 2.186 0.029
Lymphocyte count (109/L) 1.74 ± 0.88 1.45 ± 0.76 −2.641 0.009

Platelet count (109/L) 175.00 ± 48.00 248.83 ± 57.41 11.392 <0.001

NLR 4.41 ± 3.36 6.19 ± 4.24 3.882 0.001
PLR 33.85 ± 17.78 41.56 ± 18.75 3.295 0.001

SII 769.52 ± 677.30 1571.92 ± 1280.18 5.135 <0.001

Red blood cell distribution width (%) 17.26 ± 11.03 15.96 ± 9.39 −0.931 0.352
Platelet distribution width (%) 15.86 ± 1.55 15.81 ± 1.44 −0.264 0.792

Abbreviations: eGFR, estimated glomerular filtration rate; NT-proBNP, N-terminal pro-B type natriuretic peptide; hsCRP, high-sensitivity C-reactive protein; NLR,
neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio; PLR, platelet-to-lymphocyte ratio; SII, systemic immune-inflammation index.
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elevated (the high inflammation group), compared with elevations of either SII or hsCRP alone (low or medium
inflammation). The OR value of CI-AKI was 16.676 with 95.0% CI 1.825–152.389.

Discussion
In this retrospective study, we investigated whether the combined values of the inflammatory biomarkers SII and hsCRP
may predict the development of CI-AKI after PCI in STEMI patients. Of the 415 patients, 17.1% (71/415) developed CI-
AKI. The study demonstrated that patients with preprocedural high levels of either SII or hsCRP were more likely to
develop CI-AKI, compared with patients with lower values. Notably, preprocedural high levels of both SII and hsCRP
were significantly more predictive of CI-AKI, relative to that of lower values of either. The multiple logistic regression

Figure 1 Nonlinear associations between SII concentration and the prevalence of CI-AKI. When the SII concentration was greater than 653.73×109/L, the prevalence of CI-
AKI increased with SII concentration. When the SII concentration was less than 653.73×109/L, the prevalence of CI-AKI reached a plateau.
Abbreviations: RCS, restricted cubic spline; SII, systemic immune-inflammation index; CI-AKI, contrast-induced acute kidney injury.

Figure 2 Nonlinear associations between hsCRP concentration and the prevalence of CI-AKI. When the hsCRP was less than 5.20 mg/L, it was a plateau for the prevalence
of CI-AKI; when the hsCRP was greater than 5.20 mg/L, there was a positive correlation between the prevalence of CI-AKI and the hsCRP.
Abbreviations: RCS, restricted cubic spline; hsCRP, high-sensitivity C-reactive protein; CI-AKI, contrast-induced acute kidney injury.
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analysis confirmed that elevated preprocedural levels of SII together with hsCRP were a risk factor for CI-AKI after PCI.
The study also found that diabetes mellitus and platelet count were independent risk factors for CI-AKI. According to
these results, the combination of SII and hsCRP can be used to predict an increased risk of CI-AKI after PCI and is more
accurate than either biomarker alone.

CI-AKI is a well-recognized risk factor for worse patient survival and renal outcomes regardless of the baseline renal
function, including prolonged length of hospital stay and the associated costs, which have been important limitations of
angiographic procedures with radiocontrast media, especially in STEMI patients.3,4,13,14 Hence, early identification of
patients with a high CI-AKI risk is crucial to allow the necessary interventions, and its occurrence is currently included
as one of the metrics for quality outcomes of PCI.

Although the pathophysiological mechanisms that cause CI-AKI are not fully and correctly defined. However,
previous studies have demonstrated that an inflammatory response and an exacerbated thrombotic state occur during
the development of CI-AKI and that mediators reflecting these responses may be a marker of CI-AKI.15–17 Moreover,

Table 3 Incidence Rates of CI-AKI Varied According to Low or High SII and hsCRP

Non-CI-AKI CI-AKI χ2/Z value P

Subjects, n 344 71
SII Low 193 13 33.629 <0.001

High 151 58

hsCRP Low 199 10 45.059 <0.001
High 145 61

Inflammation Low 118 1 −8.252 <0.001

Medium 156 21
High 70 49

Notes: Low SII is defined as SII < 653.73×109L; high SII is ≥ 653.73×109/L. Low hsCRP is considered < 5.2 mg/L; high hsCRP is ≥ 5.2 mg/L. low
inflammation was defined as low SII and low hsCRP. Medium inflammation was considered the combination low SII and high hsCRP, or high SII
and low hsCRP. In the high-inflammation group, both SII and hsCRP were high.

Figure 3 ROC curve of CI-AKI predicted by SII, hsCRP and combined index. The receiver operating characteristic curve of SII combined with hsCRP was 0.831, which was
higher than SII or hsCRP alone.
Abbreviations: ROC, receiver operating characteristic; AUC, area under the ROC curve; CI-AKI, contrast-induced acute kidney injury; SII, Systemic immune-inflammation
index; hsCRP, high-sensitivity C-reactive protein.
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various studies have shown that systemic inflammatory response severity associated with poor prognosis in cardiovas-
cular diseases could be measured from peripheral blood-based parameters.

SII is a recently derived biomarker that was shown to reflect inflammatory and immune balance in various cancer
types and cardiovascular diseases. Previous experimental and clinical research suggested that patients with elevated SII
had a greater risk of poor clinical outcomes.18–21 The use of SII in cardiovascular diseases has expanded even more after
Jesse Fest et al provides its reference values for the first time.22 Subsequently, several studies have found that a high level
of SII is associated with increased short- and long-term mortality of patients with heart failure and cardiogenic shock.23,24

In a recent study, Ali Bag˘cı et al observed that the determination of pre-procedure SII may help predict the risk of CI-
AKI in patients with STEMI.25 Compared with NLR and PLR as well as neutrophil and lymphocyte counts, it is thought
that SII can indicate the inflammatory status in patients more comprehensively.20 In our study, the patients in the high SII
group had a higher incidence of CI-AKI. It could be that increased SII level was accompanied by increased inflammatory
activity, leading to further deterioration of renal inflammation and tissue damage.26 The advantage of SII is that it reflects
both the overactive clotting pathway and the inflammatory pathway, both of which are potential mechanisms of CI-AKI,
and SII can be considered a more sensitive predictor of inflammation in the body.

High-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hsCRP), as a marker of systemic inflammation, has been proven to be associated
with increased relative risks of cardiovascular events in patients with coronary stenting.27,28 In this study, compared with
the non-CI-AKI group, the level of hsCRP in the CI-AKI group was significantly increased, and hsCRP was closely
related to the incidence of CI-AKI. Liu et al demonstrated that the increase in hsCRP level is a significant and
independent predictor of CI-AKI in STEMI patients treated with primary PCI, and those with higher hsCRP were
associated with in-hospital mortality and composite MACEs closely related.9,29 Recent studies showed that the hsCRP
had a stronger association with heart failure, and higher hsCRP predicted all-cause mortality during long-term follows-
up.30 It is well known that C-reactive protein increases with age and in patients with renal insufficiency, factors that
highly influence the survival of STEMI patients.27,31 These findings alone could explain the worse clinical long-term
outcome observed in patients with high hsCRP values. Although the underlying hyperinflammatory state and the specific
mechanisms underlying the occurrence of CI-AKI are unclear. Several studies have shown that medications with
beneficial effects on the modulation of systemic inflammation and endothelial function, such as statins, reduce circulating
hsCRP concentrations and significantly reduce the risk of CI-AKI.32,33 Given the relatively low costs of CRP measure-
ments, preprocedural risk stratification with hsCRP as an adjunct to established clinical risk factors may be useful and
should be given due attention in those patients with elevated preprocedural hsCRP.

Table 5 Multile Logistic Regression Analysis of Risk Factors for CI-AKI

β SE Wald P Exp(B) 95.0% CI for Exp(B)

Low Reference

High SII or hsCRP 2.614 1.099 5.660 0.017 13.659 1.585–117.723

High SII + hsCRP 2.814 1.129 6.214 0.013 16.676 1.825–152.389
DM 0.846 0.330 6.567 0.010 2.330 1.220–4.451

PLT 0.026 0.006 20.134 <0.001 1.027 1.015–1.038

Abbreviations: DM, diabetes mellitus; PLT, platelet count.

Table 4 Predictive Values of SII and hsCRP for CI-AKI by ROC Curves

Variable AUC Cut-off value Sensitivity Specificity 95% CI P

SII 0.764 831.05×109/L 73.2 70.9 0.704–0.825 0.001
hsCRP 0.769 5.55 mg/L 84.5 61.3 0.714–0.823 <0.001

SII+hsCRP 0.831 1741.80 80.7 71.4 0.786–0.876 <0.001

Abbreviations: ROC, receiver operating characteristic; AUC, area under the ROC curve; CI, Confidence interval.
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Taken together, SII and hsCRP, as indicators of systemic inflammatory response activity, are relatively common and
easy to obtain in clinical practice. It is closely related to the incidence of coronary heart disease and renal insufficiency.
However, few studies have explored the value of the combination of hsCRP and SII in predicting CI-AKI and the
nonlinear correlation between inflammatory markers and the pathogenesis of CI-AKI. Our studies confirmed that SII and
hsCRP levels, within certain ranges, were positively correlated with the prevalence of CI-AKI after PCI in STEMI
patients. The combination of these 2 biomarkers had a higher predictive value for CI-AKI than did either by itself, which
is of great significance for determining individualized monitoring and optimizing treatment strategies to improve
prognosis.

Limitations
Our study has several limitations that need to be considered. Firstly, it was a single-centered and retrospective cross-
sectional study, some patients were excluded due to missing variables, and there might be selection bias. Second, we
calculated SII and hsCRP only once at admission and did not monitor changes in these inflammatory biomarkers during
the study period. Finally, due to limited data from the electronic medical record system, there are also some causes of
hospitalization-related CI-AKI that we did not evaluate (eg, perioperative hydration, antihypertensive and hypoglycemic
medications, etc.), the clinical value of SII and hsCRP in patients with STEMI after PCI should be further confirmed by
multi-center and enlarged sample size.

Conclusions
We conclude that elevated levels of the pre-procedural inflammatory biomarkers SII and hsCRP are risk factors for CI-
AKI in patients with STEMI undergoing PCI. The combination of elevated SII and hsCRP can better predict a high risk
of CI-AKI compared with either of these alone. Our study may provide a simple and easy reference index for clinicians
to predict the occurrence of CI-AKI, and identify and screen high-risk patients with CI-AKI. Easily and accurately assess
an individual’s risk of CI-AKI before PCI and make the right clinical decision to plan and initiate the most appropriate
disease management on time.
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