
BU Mascot: A Brief History



Highlights:

 BU mascot is the Boston Terrier; mascot does not have an 
official name.

 Live (and later costumed) terriers, as embodiments of the BU 
mascot, have existed since the 1920s.  

 BU’s live/costumed mascots have had at least 7 names, since 
1925.

 “Rhett,” as a mascot name, has been in use since 1983



Timeline
 Nov. 1922: Boston Terrier wins student vote to become BU mascot. 

 Oct. 10, 1925: Pep, a terrier pup, adopted as official mascot by BU 
football team. 

 Oct. 11, 1927: BU News identifies mascot as Kappa. 

 1933: Danny purchased by student subscription. [Drowns in Charles 
River in 1935]

 Nov. 1935: Danny II christened as new mascot by Terrier football. 

 Oct. 1949: New pup given to Dean Percy to replace former mascot, 
who ran away. Named Gulliver after student contest (in Nov).



Timeline
 1956: new live mascot named Fumbles (later renamed Touchdown)

 1969: “Terrier III” dies; no live mascot between 1969-1980.

 Nov. 1983: Rhett (costumed mascot) introduced at home football game.

 2008: Rhett (unofficial live mascot) makes 1st appearance. [Dies in Apr. 
2019] 



BU News, 16 May 1922

• The idea of a terrier, which was inspired by ‘Tim’ 
Ward formerly editor of The Beanpot, was 
suggested by way of feeling out sentiment as to 
the adoption of some such symbol…[T]he fact 
that a terrier has been associated always with 
Boston might make it especially appropriate.”

• ”The plan is for some such symbol to be 
selected, perhaps by popular vote early in the fall, 
which will stand in the public mind for all B.U. 
teams"



Editorial column: BU News, November 21, 1922 

• “The Boston terrier may be small, but he is 
marked by impressive traits—the courage and 
determination of the bulldog, and the speed zip, 
aggressiveness and enterprise that distinguish the 
terrier breed, and, above all, loyalty.”

• “He is the only animal which is distinctive of 
Boston and of Boston alone. His official name is 
BOSTON TERRIER. No other college can steal 
our thunder in that choice. There are other 
bears, other tigers and other bulldogs, but there 
would be only one Boston terrier, since Boston 
College has officially adopted the name ‘Eagles’ 
to typify the topographical location of its eyrie.”



BU News, October 11, 1927 Boston Terrier mascot “Kappa” 



BU News, November 29, 1935 Boston Terrier mascot “Danny 
II” at Nickerson Field in Weston, MA 







“Rhett is a gentleman for each woman he 
meets, a sparring partner for each man and a 
caring mischievous playmate for each child.”

“Rhett” is a one syllable call name that 
comes from the first three letters of Terrier,
spelled backwards. The allusion to Rhett 
Butler from Gone with the Wind, is not 
entirely incidental. Rhett is a gentleman and 
a scoundrel. 

















“[Rhett Butler] was bullying 
and breaking [Scarlett];” “He 
had humbled her, hurt her, 
used her brutally through a 
wild and mad night.” (novel)



Rhett at BU (Beyond the Costume)
*Rhett’s East/West (dining); 
*Rhett’s West closed in Nov 2019.



*Rhett Bench (installed Fall 2019)

*Rhett Talks, Tedx-style
(ongoing)
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