
October 12-13, 2023   
Venue: 

Boston University Hillel House, 
213 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215

Co-Sponsors: 
U.S. Naval War College (NWC) 

Boston University (BU) Pardee School of Global Studies 
Center for the Study of Asia

Co-Chairs: 
Andrew R. Wilson (NWC) and Grant F. Rhode (BU)

CHINA’S BELT & ROAD 
INITIATIVE (BRI) AT TEN:
The World According to China, 
and China According to the World

We gratefully acknowledge the following sponsors:

US Naval War College
The John A. van Beuren Chair of Asia-Pacific Studies 

through the US Naval War College Foundation

Boston University Pardee School of Global Studies 
Lead Pardee School sponsor: Center for the Study of Asia 

Pardee co-sponsors: African Studies Center, Global Development Policy Center, 
Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future

PARTICIPANT BIOS
CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS:

Grant Rhode is a Center for the Study of Asia Research Affiliate at Boston University’s Pardee School where he directs the 
program Assessing China’s Belt and Road Initiative.  

Andrew R. Wilson is Professor of Strategy and Policy and the John A. van Beuren Chair of Asia-Pacific Studies at the US 
Naval War College.

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:

Kevin Gallagher is Professor of Global Development Policy and Director of the Global Development Policy Center at the 
Pardee School at Boston University. 

David M. Lampton is Professor Emeritus and former Hyman Professor and Director of SAIS-China and China Studies at 
the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.

CONFERENCE PANELISTS AND MODERATORS:

Jabbar Al-Obaidi is Professor of Communication Studies and Academic Director for International Student Recruitment 
and Global Partnerships at Bridgewater State University.

M. Taylor Fravel is the Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor of Political Science and Director of the Security Studies Program 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

 Carla Freeman is a Senior Expert for the China Program at the United States Institute of Peace and former Library of 
Congress Chair in U.S.-China relations.

Victor Gao is Chair Professor of Soochow University and Vice President of the Center for China and Globalization in 
Beijing. He served as translator for Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping from 1983-1988.

Vesko Garcevic is Professor of the Practice of International Relations at Boston University’s Pardee School. He served as 
Montenegro’s Ambassador to NATO, Austria, Belgium, and the Netherlands.

William W. Grimes is a Professor of International Relations at the Pardee School of Global Studies at Boston University. 
He previously served as associate dean for academic affairs and as the first director of the BU Center for the Study of 
Asia.

Nader Habibi is the Henry J. Leir Professor of Practice in the Economics of the Middle East at the Crown Center for 
Middle East Studies at Brandeis University.

Jorge Heine is Research Professor and directs the Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future at Boston 
University. He served as Chile’s Ambassador to China, India, and South Africa, and as a Cabinet Minister to the Chilean 
government.

Asei Ito is Associate Professor at the Institute of Social Science at Tokyo University and Visiting Scholar at the 
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs at Harvard University. 

Nargis Kassenova directs the Program on Central Asia at the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard.

Philippe LeCorre is a Senior Fellow at the Center for China Analysis at the Asia Society Policy Institute and a Research 
Fellow at the Kennedy School at Harvard University.

Marisol Maddox is a Senior Arctic Analyst at the Polar Institute of Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars.

Tsitsi Musasike is Professor of the Practice of Global Development Policy at the BU Pardee School of Global Studies and 
Core Faculty Member of the Global China Initiative at the Global Development Policy Center.

Mark Storella is Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy and Director of the African Studies Center at the Pardee School at 
Boston University. He served as US Ambassador to Zambia.

Kathleen (Kate) Walsh is Associate Professor of National Security Affairs at the U.S. Naval War College where she directs 
the Oceanography & Maritime Security Group. 

Alexander Wooley is Partnerships and Communications Director at AidData, an international development research lab 
at William & Mary. He is a former British Royal Navy officer, and contributor to Foreign Policy on naval issues.

Min Ye is Professor of International Relations at Pardee School at Boston University and Researcher in Residence at the 

Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at Harvard University.
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 REGISTRATION

CONFERENCE OVERVIEW
	 Grant Rhode (BU) & Kathleen (Kate) Walsh (NWC) 

WELCOME
Scott Taylor (Dean of the Pardee School of Global Studies, 
	 Boston University) 
Andrew R. Wilson (John A. van Beuren Chair of Asia-Pacific Studies, 
	 US Naval War College)

PANEL 1   THE BRI AT TEN: WHERE IT’S BEEN AND 
WHERE IT’S GOING

Grant Rhode (BU), Moderator
William Grimes (BU), Belt and Road Lessons from Japan
Min Ye (BU), From Grand to Green: BRI’s Strategic Shift in China
Victor Gao (Soochow U), A Chinese Vision for the Second Decade 
	 of the BRI 
Jorge Heine (BU), Global South Views of the BRI

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
	David M. Lampton (SAIS), BRI: China’s Big Vision and the 
		 Challenges It Faces

RECEPTION5:00

4:00

2:15

2:00

1:45

1:00

Schedule COFFEE AND BREAKFAST 	

PANEL 2:   CONTINENTAL DIMENSIONS OF THE BRI 	
Vesko Garcevic (BU), Moderator
Nargis Kassenova (Harvard), BRI Prospects in Central Asia
Carla Freeman (USIP), BRI Prospects in South and Southeast Asia 
Tsitsi Musasike (BU), BRI Prospects in Africa 
Philippe LeCorre (Asia Society), BRI Prospects in Europe	

BREAK

PANEL 3: MARITIME DIMENSIONS OF THE BRI
Andrew R. Wilson (NWC), Moderator
Grant Rhode (BU), Great Power Rivalry along the Historic 
	 Maritime Silk Road
Alexander Wooley (AidData), Chinese Ports with Military Implications 
Marisol Maddox (Wilson Center), China’s Polar Silk Road Strategy
Kathleen (Kate) Walsh (NWC), China’s Maritime Silk Road and the Blue 

Economy

LUNCH ON PREMISES			 

PANEL 4: DIFFERING BRI NARRATIVES AND POLICY 
IMPLICATIONS	

Mark Storella (BU), Moderator
Asei Ito (U Tokyo), Belt and Road Initiative in Xi Jinping’s Policy Agendas
Jabbar Al-Obaidi (Bridgewater), Global Media Coverage of China’s BRI 
Nader Habibi (Brandeis), Are China’s BRI Investments Sensitive to 
	 Host Country Governance Conditions?
M. Taylor Fravel (MIT), Economic Interactions and Political Influence in 

the BRI

CONCLUDING TALK
Kevin Gallagher (BU), The BRI at Ten: Maximizing the Benefits, 

Minimizing the Risks

NEXT STEPS
Kathleen (Kate) Walsh (NWC) & Grant Rhode (BU)

CONFERENCE END
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To participate virtually in this event via Zoom, use this link 
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/99056405864?pwd=V3FlN29Bdmp5R09mV0VuZnBvbW-

dudz09

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/99056405864?pwd=V3FlN29Bdmp5R09mV0VuZnBvbWdudz09
https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/99056405864?pwd=V3FlN29Bdmp5R09mV0VuZnBvbWdudz09

