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In  addi t ion  to  promot ing  a l l  BU ar ts  programs v ia  our  week ly  emai l  and
soc ia l  media  accounts ,  the  programs we produce  are  e i ther  facu l ty -dr i ven
(academic-based programs)  a l igned wi th  2030 St rateg ic  P lan  p i l la r  #1  -
V ibrant  Academic  Exper ience ,  o r  s tudent-dr i ven  (co-cur r icu lar  programs)
a l igned wi th  p i l la r  #4  -  Community  B ig  Yet  Smal l ,  w i th  the  added pr io r i ty
o f  model ing  inc lus ion  and present ing  soc ia l  jus t ice  programs a l igned wi th
pi l la r  #3  -  D ivers i ty ,  Equi ty ,  and Inc lus ion .  

Year in Review 

Miss ion:  T h e  B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  A r t s  I n i t i a t i v e  e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  a r t s  a r e
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g
u n i v e r s i t y - w i d e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a d v a n c e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  a r t s  a t  B U
t h r o u g h  b u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y ;  s u p p o r t i n g  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  a r t s  t e a c h i n g ,
l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h ;  a n d  h i g h l i g h t i n g  d i v e r s e  a r t i s t s  a n d  m o d e s  o f
a r t i s t r y .

This  was a  year  to  rebui ld  both our
team and programming after  staf f
departures  in  FY21  and as  we
began to  emerge f rom the
pandemic .  Our  graduate  ass i s tant ,
E lana  Har r i s ,  and our  program
adminis t rator ,  I vy  Buena began in
August .  Once  the  h i r ing  f reeze  was
l i f ted  in  January ,  we  promoted E lana
to  admin is t rat i ve  coord inator  and
hi red  a  new graduate  ass i s tant ,
Mer r i t t  Kramer .  As  the  academic
year  began ,  we s tar ted  wi th  the
return  o f  some in-person events ,
inc luding  our  annual  Fa l l  Ar ts  Fa i r
and the  2021  BU Global  Mus ic
Fest i va l ,  both  he ld  outdoors .  For  the
rest  o f  the  year ,  we  adapted
programs to  s t r ic t l y  fo l low cov id
sa fety  protoco ls  inc luding  l imi ted
attendance ,  phys ica l  d i s tanc ing ,
masks ,  and t rack ing  at tendance  for
contact  t rac ing .  Desp i te  the
chal lenges ,  we  are  p leased wi th  our
programming and s tudent
part ic ipat ion  th i s  year .

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2 B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Combo Chimbita  per forming at  the
2021  G loba l  Mus ic  Fest i va l  
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A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

Ind igenous  Vo ices  in  the  Amer icas  Programs were  presented or  co-
presented by  un i t s  across  the  un ivers i ty  inc luding  the  School  o f  Mus ic
(compos i t ion  and mus ico logy /ethnomus ico logy ) ,  the  School  o f  Theat re ,  the
School  o f  V i sua l  Ar ts ,  Amer ican  and New England Studies ,  BU Susta inabi l i t y ,
the  Howard Thurman Center  fo r  Common Ground ,  Gast ronomy ,  BU Art
Ga l le r ies ,  Romance Languages ,  and Lat in  Amer ican  Studies .

Programming  

Most  o f  our  facu l ty -dr i ven  programming th i s  academic  year  was  par t  o f  the
Indigenous Voices  in  the Americas  ser ies ,  which  was  c reated to  h ighl ight
and engage Ind igenous  a r t i s t s  and scholars  f rom North ,  Centra l ,  and South
Amer ica .  Th i s  i s  the  f i r s t  t ime the  BU Arts  In i t ia t i ve  has  sponsored a  theme
year  fo r  programming and i t  was  a  t remendous  success .  A tota l  of  18
events  were part  of  the ser ies  col lect ive ly  engaging more than 750
students .

" 18  EVENTS
ENGAGING

MORE
 THAN 750

STUDENTS."  

F A C U L T Y - D R I V E N  P R O G R A M S  -
I N D I G E N O U S  V O I C E S  I N  T H E  A M E R I C A S

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T 2



( L E F T  T O  R I G H T :  S T U D Y  B R E A K :  D A N C I N G ,
D O O R  S I G N S ,  &  D O U G H N U T S ,  A R T S  I N S I D E R :
P A R A B L E  O F  T H E  S O W E R ,  F I R S T  F R I D A Y :  P O T S
&  P O P C O R N )

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

The BU Arts  In i t ia t i ve  presented ,  co-
sponsored or  grant  funded 13  o f  the
events  in  th i s  se r ies ,  which  inc luded
mult ip le  res idenc ies  that  fac i l i ta ted
engagement  wi th  other  un i t s  on  the
Char les  R iver  campus  inc luding :  the
Ki lachand Honors  Program,  BU
Dance ,  Archeology  and
Anthropology ,  and the  Col lege  o f
Communicat ion .  

H ighl ights  o f  the  ser ies  inc lude
commiss ioned new work  f rom
Medford  res ident  Er in  Genia
(S isseton-Wahpeton Oyate)  who
created a  temporary  outdoor
scu lpture  in  October  ca l led  C a u t i o n :
C u l t u r a l  E m e r g e n c y ;  El izabeth
James Perry  (Aquinnah
Wampanoag)  who created B e a r  M a p
(a  deco lon ized map of
Massachusetts )  and W i n t e r  D r e a m s
(Wampumpeak Be l t ) ;  and Ty Defoe
(Oj ibwe and Oneida Nat ions)  who
led the  c reat ion  o f  an  or ig ina l
per formance us ing  Ind igenous
storyte l l ing  techniques  wi th  School
o f  Theat re  s tudents  ca l led  P a t t e r n s
o f  W i n d ,  p resented in  ear ly
December  in  the  Booth  Theat re .  In
the  Spr ing  we hosted a  res idency  in
the  School  o f  V i sua l  Ar ts  wi th  D iné
photographer  and weaver  Dakota
Mace ,  which  inc luded an  exh ib i t  o f
her  work  t i t led  Naa l  Tsoos  San í  (The
Old  Paper )  in  the  Towne Gal le ry  on
the  Fenway  Campus .  We were  a l so
for tunate  to  br ing  BU Alum  JoAnn
Chase (Mandan,  Hidatsa ,  and
Arikara  Indian Nat ion)  COM ‘85  to
campus  in  par tnersh ip  wi th  BU
Susta inabi l i t y  fo r  a  ta lk  on
Indigenous  Perspect ives  on
Susta inabi l i t y  and the  Ar ts .  

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Art i s t  E r in  Genia  (S i s seton-
Wahpeton Oyate )  ins ta l l ing
C a u t i o n :  C u l t u r a l  E m e r g e n c y  

Art i s t  E l i zabeth  James  Per ry
(Aquinnah Wampanoag)
demonst rat ing  qu i l l  weav ing

Dakota  Mace  (D iné)  present ing  
at  the  opening recept ion  o f  N a a l  T s o o s  S a n í
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A d isp lay  o f  a  sect ion  o f  the  National
Aids  Memoria l  Qui l t  in  co l laborat ion
with  the  LGBTQIA+  Center  fo r  Facul ty
and Sta f f  and the  s tudent
organizat ion  Queer  Act iv i s t  Co l lect i ve
dur ing  the  week  that  inc luded Wor ld
Aids  Day
A publ ic  ta lk  wi th  award winning
dancer  and chorographer  BI l l  T .
Jones  p resented as  par t  o f  the  Spr ing
Arts  &  Ideas  Lecture  ser ies
A  new p iano and dance  per formance
in  December  wi th  BU School  o f  Mus ic
facu l ty  member  Tanya  Gabr ia l ian  and
dancers  f rom Hubbard  St reet  Dance ,
ca l led  Mysel f  and the Other  Fel low.
The per formance explored the
chal lenges  a r t i s t s  face  wi th  menta l
hea l th  and wel lbe ing  

We a l so  presented or  co-sponsored
programs that  were  not  par t  o f  the
Indigenous  Vo ices  ser ies ,  inc luding :  

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

O T H E R  P R O G R A M M I N G  

Boston Univers i ty  s ta f f  and facu l ty  examin ing  a  sect ion  o f   
the  Nat iona l  A IDS Memor ia l  Qui l t   

Bi l l  T .  Jones
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Attendees:

BU Students 
76%

Community Members
12.2%

BU Alumni 
4%

Other
2%

Student  demographics

White
29%

Non-Resident Alien
18%

Asian
17%

Unknown
17%

Latino/Hispanic
10%

Black 
5%

Two or More Races Reported
4%

Events & Participation 
These numbers do not include museum and BSO attendees

47 Events in partnership with
20 unique BU departments or programs

2322 Total Attendees
1250 Unique Student Attendees

(Some students attended more than one event)  

Data Collection: *collected from 54% of total attendees

Attendee affiliation 

*For museum  and BSO attendees please see page 9.  
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Boston Univers i ty  s tudents  par t ic ipat ing  in  Study  Break ,  F i r s t  F r iday ,  and an  Ar t  fo r  5  event  

There  were  16  tota l  programs at tended by  more
than 450 s tudents .  These  programs are  dr i ven
pr imar i l y  by  our  Student  Adv i sory  Counc i l  and
are  des igned to  bu i ld  community  and support
s tudent  menta l  hea l th  and wel lbe ing .  They
inc lude Arts  Ins iders  -  g roups  o f  15  to  20
students  at tending or  par t ic ipat ing  in  a  un ique
of f -campus  ar t s  event  hosted by  an  upper -c lass
s tudent  f rom our  adv i sory  counc i l ;  First  Fr idays
(Char les  River  campus)  and Third  Thursdays
(Med Campus)  -  a  c ra f t  and snack  casua l  event
a l lowing s tudents  to  dest ress  a t  the  end o f  the
week ( th i s  se r ies  i s  co-sponsored by  the
Wel lbe ing  Pro ject ) ;  our  semester ly  study breaks ;
our  student  gal lery  which  curates  and insta l l s
s tudent  work  in  our  o f f ice  su i te ;  and our  Art  for
5  p rograms for  which  we buy  a  b lock  o f  50  or
more  t ickets  to  a  h igh  pro f i le ,  un ique  ar ts  event
in  the  Boston reg ion  and se l l  the  t ickets  to  the
students  fo r  $5 .  Th i s  year  our  Ar t  fo r  5  events
were  the  Imagine Van Gogh Immers ive
exper ience  and the  tour ing  product ion  o f  the
mus ica l  Hadestown .  

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

" 16  TOTAL PROGRAMS ATTENDED BY
 MORE THAN 450 STUDENTS"

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

S T U D E N T - D R I V E N  P R O G R A M S  C O M M U N I T Y
A N D  W E L L B E I N G  

6



Museum/BSO FY22

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 3,396

Museum of Fine Art 15,967

Institute of Contemporary Art 546

Harvard Art Museum 362

Boston Symphony Orchestra 1,003

Total 21,274

M U S E U M  M E M B E R S H I P  &  B S O  P A R T I C I P A T I O N

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

Memberships

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

The BU Arts  In i t ia t i ve  manages  the  re lat ionsh ips  and member  deta i l s
wi th  the  Inst i tute  o f  Contemporary  Ar t ,  The  Museum of  F ine  Ar t ,  the
Isabel la  Stewart  Gardner  Museum,  and the  Boston Symphony
Orchest ra .  The  membersh ips  prov ide  f ree  s tudent  access  (and in
some cases  facu l ty  and s ta f f )  to  these  ins t i tut ions .  Wi th  changing
protoco ls  and ava i lab i l i t y  due  to  Cov id ,  a t tendance  was  fa r  lower
than usua l .  However ,  more  than 20 ,000 BU community  members
were  ab le  to  at tend throughout  the  academic  year .
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Arts Grants FY22

Arts Integration $4,100

Interdisciplinary Arts
Program

$15,293

Undergraduate Research
Opportunities (UROP)

$10,400

Graduate Arts Research
Grants 

$17,393

Total $47,186

Interdisciplinary Programming Grants
51.9%

Graduate Student Research 
25.9%

Arts Integration Grants
11.1%

Undergraduate Research Opportunities  Program
11.1%

CAS
44.4%

CFA
22.2%

Other
14.8%

MET
7.4%

STH
3.7%

SPH
3.7%

Questrom
3.7%

HUB CC133-The Individual, Community, and the Arts 

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

This  Fa l l ,  we  launched a  HUB Cocur r icu lar  course  deve loped and taught  by
Managing Di rector ,  Ty  Furman .  The  course  addresses  HUB Capac i ty  -
D ivers i ty ,  C iv ic  Engagement ,  and Global  C i t i zensh ip ,  and HUB Area  Uni t  -
The  Ind iv idua l  in  Community .  17  s tudents ,  a l l  jun iors  and sen iors ,
represent ing  s ix  d i f fe rent  schools  and co l leges ,  completed the  course .  

H U B  C C 1 3 3

G R A N T S

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

We cont inue  to  o f fe r  g rants  to  facu l ty ,  s ta f f ,  and s tudents  fo r
programming ,  a r t s  integrat ion  into  the  cur r icu lum,  and undergraduate
and graduate  research .  We a l so  prov ide  t ickets  fo r  two wr i t ing  courses  in
the  Col lege  o f  Ar ts  and Sc iences  ca l led  T h e a t r e  N o w  and I m p r o v  N o w
that  use  the  ar t s  as  source  mater ia l  fo r  wr i t ing  ass ignments .  

G R A N T  D I S T R I B U T I O N  B Y  C A T E G O R Y  

G R A N T S  D I S T R I B U T I O N  A C R O S S  B U  S C H O O L S  
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Hal lee  Cooper  ‘22  o f  the  Environmental  Student  Organizat ion (ESO)
des igned and worked wi th  c lassmate  and ESO pres ident ,  Kee ley  Bombard
‘22  to  pa int  a  10 ’x 12 ’  mura l  on  an  exter io r  wal l  o f  the  Kenmore  C lass room
Bui ld ing  (565  Commonweal th  Ave . )  over  the  course  o f  three  weeks  in  May .
Loca l ,  p ro fess iona l  a r t i s t  E r in  Genia  (S i s seton-Wahpeton Oyate )  was  h i red  to
consul t  wi th  and mentor  the  s tudents  through f ina l  des ign  and insta l la t ion .
BU Fac i l i t ies  pr imed and f in i shed the  wal l ,  c leared the  area  landscape for
pa int ing ,  ass i s ted  wi th  sca f fo ld ing ,  and prov ided new,  nat i ve  p lants  to  be
replanted .  The  mura l  was  funded by  the  BU Arts  In i t ia t i ve ,  The
Env i ronmenta l  Student  Organizat ion ,  and pr i vate  donors .

Student Public Art Installations 

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

This  Spr ing ,  w i th  support  f rom a  var ie ty  o f
BU of f ices ,  we  were  ab le  to  ins ta l l  three
student  a r t  pro jects  on  the  Char les  R iver
campus .  These  three  pro jects  were  rev iewed
and approved by  the  BU Arts  Counc i l  publ ic
ar t  committee ,  S teve  Burgay ,  and BU
Fac i l i t ies .  Home:  Reconstructed  was  a
temporary ,  outdoor  ins ta l la t ion  on  the  BU
Beach f rom Apr i l  4 th  through Apr i l  19 th .  The
ar t i s t ,  Kabita  Das ,  i s  a  CFA and K i lachand
Honors  Program 2020 graduate .  The  wooden
st ructure  was  bu i l t  by  BU carpenters  and
paid  fo r  by  the  BU Arts  In i t ia t i ve  and the
Ki lachand Honors  Program.   

Grow Your  Future  i s  a  tur f
( recyc lab le )  ins ta l la t ion  c reated by
Ar ie  Haddad ‘22  and Mackenz ie
Bower  ‘22 ,  both  in  the  Arch i tectura l
Studies  Program.  The  insta l la t ion  i s
on  the  west  bu i ld ing  wal l  o f  the
Booth  Theat re  p laza .  BU Fac i l i t ies
prepped the  wal l  and a f ter
insta l la t ion  prov ided addi t iona l
support  by  double  secur ing  the
pieces  to  the  wal l .  The  ins ta l la t ion
was  funded by  Innovate@BU,  The
Wel lbe ing  Pro ject ,  The  BU Arts
In i t ia t i ve ,  and pr i vate  donors .  

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

 S tudents   v iewing H o m e :  R e c o n s t r u c t e d   

The  Env i ronmenta l  Student  Organizat ion ' s  completed
mura l

9



0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

I met people I would likely not have met otherwise 

I made new friends. 

I did research on the artist or topic. 

I have actively sought out other arts events to attend. 

I discussed the meaning or merit of the event with others 

I reflected privately on the meaning or merit of the event. 

I am more inclined to attend future arts events. 

I enjoyed the event. 

I learned something new. 

I learned about people unlike myself. 

I have a better understanding of the human condition. 

I was exposed to a new culture or social issue outside of my own experience. 

My opinions or beliefs were challenged. 

I was exposed to a new style or type of art. 

Strongly
Agree Agree Neither Agree 

nor Disagree
Strongly
DisagreeDisagree

Assessment

L E A R N I N G  O U T C O M E S

A U G U S T  2 0 2 2 B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Make Fr iends  (c reate  soc ia l  bonds )
Exper ience  Cogni t i ve  Growth (grow the i r  unders tanding o f  humani ty  and
learn  about  the  wor ld )
Be  More  Hea l thy  and Happy  (exper ience  a  ba lanced l i fes ty le  and s t ress
management )

By  par t ic ipat ing  in  the  ar t s  and ar ts  programming supported by  the  BU Arts
In i t ia t i ve ,  s tudents  at  Boston Univers i ty  wi l l :

These  learn ing  outcomes  are  based on the  F ramework  fo r  Unders tanding the
Benef i t s  o f  the  Ar ts  f rom T h e  G i f t  o f  t h e  M u s e :  R e f r a m i n g  t h e  D e b a t e  a b o u t
t h e  B e n e f i t  o f  t h e  A r t s .  McCarthy ,  K . ;  Ondaat je ,  E . ;  Zakaras ,  L . ;  and Brooks ,  A .
Rand Corporat ion ,  2004
 
We are  p leased that  based on our  end-of - the-year  s tudent  survey ,  our
learn ing  outcomes  cont inue  to  be  wel l  met .
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A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

After  par t ic ipat ing  in  an  externa l  rev iew of  the  BU Arts  In i t ia t i ve  and our
programs in  September ,  the  BU Arts  Counc i l  spent  the  res t  o f  the  year
ana lyz ing  the  report  and deve lop ing  goa ls  and s t rateg ies  to  advance  our
work .  Those  goa ls  fa l l  l a rge ly  into  f i ve  categor ies :  improved
communicat ion ,  deepen and expand ant i rac i s t  and inc lus ive  pract ices  and
programs ,  increase  s tudent  engagement ,  increase  facu l ty  engagement ,
and deepen and expand community  re lat ionsh ips .  A  three-year  p lan  to
address  each o f  these  a reas  i s  fo r thcoming .

Challenges/Future

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Students  at tending Ar ts  Ins ider  event
Immers ive  F r ida  Kahlo  
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M e e t  t h e  t e a m
T H E  B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  S T A F F

B U  A R T S  I N I T I A T I V E  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

P H O T O  C R E D I T S :
P A T T E R N S  O F  W I N D  ( C O V E R )  -  C Y D N E Y  S C O T T ,  B U  T O D A Y
G L O B A L  M U S I C  F E S T I V A L  ( F R O N T  P A G E ,  P G .  1 )  -  D A V E  G R E E N  P H O T O G R A P H Y

F Y 2 1  S T U D E N T  W O R K E R S :  L I L A  A L - T A M I M I   ( C A S  ' 2 3 )  &  T A J I  T A H T I A L  ( C O M  ' 2 3 )

E L A N A  H A R R I S
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E
C O O R D I N A T O R  

M E R R I T T
K R A M E R  

G R A D U A T E
A S S I S T A N T  

I V Y  B U E N A
P R O G R A M

A D M I N I S T R A T O R  

T Y  F U R M A N
M A N A G I N G
D I R E C T O R  

1 2


