
MARSH CHAPEL AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
 

University Interdenominational Protestant 
Service of Worship 

Sunday, December 22nd, 2024 — 11:00 a.m. 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

The Reverend Doctor Robert Allan Hill, Dean 
 

X Please rise, as you are able. 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude  
 

Call to Worship and Greeting  
 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 People: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 

X Introit I look from afar adpt. from G. P. da Palestrina (c. 1525–1594) 
 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people 
Israel? Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, Tell us, art thou 
he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel. 

 

X Hymn 200 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! WOODLANDS 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
X Collect (in unison)  
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



Kyrie from Missa ‘O quam gloriosum’ Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548–1611) 
 

 Kyrie eleison, Lord, have mercy, 
 Christe eleison, Christ, have mercy, 
 Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

 Leader: If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins, and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Lesson Micah 5:2–5a 
 

Lector: A lesson from the Book of Micah, chapter 5, verses 2–5: 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore 
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth, and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem Dixit Maria Hans Leo Hassler (1564–1612) 
 

Dixit Maria ad angelum: Mary said to the Angel: 
Ecce ancilla Domini, Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, 
fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.  be it to me according to your word. 
 Luke 1:38 

Lesson Hebrews 10:5–10 
 

Lector: A lesson from the epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 5–10: 
 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken 
no pleasure. Then I said, 'See, I have come to do your will, O God' (in the scroll of the book it is 
written of me)." When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then 
he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 



And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
The Magnificat 
 

The antiphon is sung twice, first by choir alone, and then by choir and congregation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Cantor: "My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 People: for he has looked with favor  
   on the lowliness of his servant.  
 Cantor: Surely, from now on  
   all generations will call me blessed; 
 People: for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  
   and holy is his name. 
 Cantor: His mercy is for those who fear him  
   from generation to generation. 
 People: He has shown strength with his arm;  
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 Cantor: He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  
   and lifted up the lowly; 
 People: he has filled the hungry with good things,  
   and sent the rich away empty. 
 Cantor: He has helped his servant Israel,  
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
 People: according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  
   to Abraham and to his descendants forever."¯ (Luke 1:46b-55) 

 



X Gloria Patri from ‘Jubilate: Collegium Regale’ Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

X Gospel Lesson Luke 1:39–45 
 

Lector: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke,  
 chapter 1, verses 39–45: 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 
 

Lector: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

X Hymn 216 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming ES IST EIN ROS 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Sermon “A Christmas Faith” The Rev. Dr. Robert Allan Hill, Dean 
 

X Hymn 219 What child is this? GREENSLEEVES 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Call to Prayer (sung by all) Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–1876) 

 

 



 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Response O Jesulein süß harm. J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 
 

O Jesulein süß, o Jesulein mild! O sweet little Jesus, O gentle little Jesus, 
Deines Vaters Willen hast du erfüllt, the Father’s will you have fulfilled; 
bist kommen aus dem Himmelreich, you have come from the heavenly kingdom, 
uns armen Menschen worden gleich. (you have) become like us poor mortals, 
O Jesulein süß, o Jesulein mild! O sweet little Jesus, O gentle little Jesus. 

 
Offertory Sentences 
 
At the Offertory Mary Had a Baby arr. William Dawson (1899–1990) 
 

Mary had a Baby, My Lord! 
Mary had a Baby, My Lord! 
 

Where was he born? Born in a manger. 
Where was he born? Born in a manger. 
Oh, Mary had a Baby born in a manger. 
Mary had a Baby, My Lord! 
 

What did they call Him? “King Jesus.”… 
 

He is called “King Jesus, Mighty Counsellor, 
King Emmanuel, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 

  Negro Spiritual 



X Presentation of the Gifts (sung by all) PICARDY 
 

 
 
X Offertory Prayer 
 
X Hymn 202 People, look east, the time is near BESANÇON 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
X Benediction 
 
X Response from ‘There is no rose’ Robert Young (1923–2011) 
 

Leave we all this worldly mirth and follow we this joyful birth. Transeamus. (Let us follow.) 
 Anonymous; 15th century 

 
X Postlude 

 
An advent Bible study with Mr. William Cordts follows the service in the Thurman Room. Lunch is 
provided. 
 
 

The preacher is the Rev. Dr. Robert Allan Hill, Dean of the Chapel. 
The soprano soloist is Logan Trotter. 

The conductor and organist is Dr. Scott Allen Jarrett, Director of Music. 



X CHRISTMAS AT MARSH CHAPEL X 
 
Sunday December 22 11:00 a.m. The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Tuesday December 24 1:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
  7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Wednesday December 25 Christmas Day — The Nativity of our Lord 
Sunday December 29 11:00 a.m. The First Sunday after Christmas 
Sunday January 5 11:00 a.m. The Second Sunday after Christmas 
Monday January 6 The Epiphany of our Lord 
Sunday January 12 11:00 a.m. The First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
A QR code parking pass for the CAS lot is available on our website. To obtain a printed copy, please 
speak with a Marsh Chapel staff member. Parking passes are only for Sundays, 8:30am–1:30pm. 
 
Welcome to Marsh Chapel! Please scan the QR code on the right to complete 
our online Connection Form. This form allows us to gather new and updated 
contact information so that we can stay in touch with you. Thank you for 
joining us today! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME TO MARSH CHAPEL 
 
Thank you for joining us this morning for worship. We hope you have found the Spirit of God in 
our midst. If you are interested in becoming a member of Marsh Chapel, or have other questions, 
please feel free to contact any of the Chaplains or Associates listed below. 
 

617.353.3560 — chapel@bu.edu — www.bu.edu/chapel 
The Chapel Office is open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. weekdays, and on Sunday mornings. 

 
The Reverend Dr. Robert Allan Hill, Dean and Chaplain of the University 
 
The Reverend Dr. Jessica Chicka, PhD STH’19, University Chaplain for International Students 
The Reverend Dr. Karen Coleman, University Chaplain for Episcopal Ministry 
Jonathan Byung Hoon Lee, MDiv Associate Chaplain for Student Outreach 
The Reverend Al Carroll, STH’24, Chapel Associate for Special Projects 
Danayzah Gardner, Food Engagement Coordinator 
Darby McMonagle, Ministry Assistant 
Emmanuel Segbedzi, Graduate Assistant 
 
Scott Allen Jarrett, DMA CFA’08, Director of Music, the Arts, and Cultural Engagement 
Justin Thomas Blackwell, MM CFA’09, Associate Director of Music 
Sung Jin Choi, Technical Director, Marsh Chapel Media 
Andrew Marshall, Director, Inner Strength Gospel Choir 
Patrick T. Waters, MSM STH’08, Assistant Director of Music, Special Projects and Publications 
Rose Lewis, Music Program Administrator 
Timothy Rodriguez, Manager and Librarian, Marsh Chapel Choir 
 
Heidi Freimanis-Cordts, MM CFA’09, Director of Marsh Chapel and Religious Life 
Chloe Kantharia, MDiv STH’22, Director of Hospitality 
David Ames, Sacristan 
Chloe Kantharia, Kaitie Noe, Wedding Coordinators 
Sylvie Adams, Luke Bardouille, Emily Cao, Office Assistants  
Rubing Chen, Kaitlyn Davis, Stephanie Donahoe, Nikhil Fereday, Office Assistants  
Molly Fineberg, Bella Marquez, Zacharie Verdieu, Office Assistants 
 
 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The hymns and the 

psalm response are from the United Methodist Hymnal, copyright 1989. 


