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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Boston University is located on the traditional and ancestral land of the 

Massachusett, Wampanoag, and Pawtucket people. The original 

inhabitants of this land were forcibly removed through legislation, 

treaties, and violence. We pay respect to these tribes—past and 

present—and honor the land itself which remains sacred. We bear in 

mind the ongoing community struggles for self-determination and of 

colonial academic practices as we live and learn on these territories.







Wade Campbell, PhD



Conducting Research with 
Tribal Communities
A Diné (Navajo) Example

Wade Campbell, PhD

Boston University

BU D&L Learn More Series:
Research with Tribal Communities

Nov.20.2024





The Navajo Nation

• ca. 400K Navajos
• Roughly ½ live on Navajo

• 27,000 sq miles (?)

• 1950s Navajo Land Claim             

(Indian Claims Commission)

• Aboriginal Use Area vs. 
Reservation 

Diné Bikéyah vs. 
Navajo Nation



Cultural Resources Protection on the Navajo Nation

• 1950s: Navajo Land Claim

• 1950s-1988: NPS, BIA, and NNCRMP (1977)

• 1988: Navajo Nation Cultural Resources Protection Act (CMY-19-88)
• Established the Historic Preservation Department

• Emphasis on NHPA-Section 106
• Established the Navajo Nation Archaeology Department

• Navajo Nation took over BIA’s Archaeological Services by a P.L. 93-638 contract
• Founded “Training Program” with NAU (Flagstaff) to train Diné archaeologists → ¾ 

current Diné archaeology PhDs came through this program

• 1997: HPD designated a Tribal Historic Preservation Office

• 2016: HPD and NNAD became the Heritage and Historic Preservation Department  (NNHHPD)

Navajo Nation Heritage & Historic 
Preservation Department



Navajo Nation Laws and Policies

• Navajo Nation Cultural Resources Protection Act 
(NNCRPA), CMY-19-88, 1988

• Policy for the Disposition of Cultural Resources 
Collections, 2008

• Policy for the Protection of Jishchaa’: Gravesites, 
Human Remains, and Funerary Items 

Federal Laws

• National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 
1966

• 1992 Amendments 

• Archaeological Resources Protection Act 
(ARPA) of 1978

• Native American Graves Protection & 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 1990

Cultural Resources Protection on the Navajo Nation
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My Research: 17th/18th century Diné history



Why does all of this matter?



Other Navajo Nation Research Entities
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• Environmental epidemiologist

• Community-based participatory research

• I have been working in partnership with Indigenous 
peoples for ~5 years

• Most of my work is with Inuit populations in Nunavik

Amira Aker, PhD, MPH
School of Public Health
Boston University
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Community-Based Participatory Research

• Follows the OCAP® principles of ownership, control, access, and possession

• Local partners involved from the research question formulation
• Nunavik Regional Board of Health and Social Services
• Makivik Corporation
• Qanuilirpitaa Steering Committee
• Data Management Committee 

• Nunavik Nutrition and Health Committee 
• Hunters Association

• Inuit and local partners heavily involved in result interpretation and review all abstracts and manuscripts before submission

• Constant and regular involvement ensures reciprocity is maintained and impactful research is achieved



Persistent Organic Pollutants Review 

Committee (POPRC-17 & POPRC-18) 

January & September 2022

Lucy Grey, 
Makivik

Corporation

NRBHSS observer

Inuit have a right and will always fight to eat their highly 

nutritious traditional foods free of chemicals transported 

from far away lands and countries and that could have 

adverse health effects. Inuit should never be put at risk and 

every precautionary measure should be taken by the 

international community to ensure that all humanity and 

living things live in a toxic free environment.



Aaron HC Black, JD, MLS















Sonya Atalay, PhD











Questions?





Thank YOU.

bu.edu/diversity

Share your thoughts 

with us in our brief 

feedback form!
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