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Macoh 9, 1953

T0s3 Board of Trustees and
Members of the Church for the Fellowship of 411 Peoples

FROM: Howard Thuwrom

A few weeks age, I presented to ths Board & memorandum to the effest
that I had been invited to the position of Dean of the Chapel of Boston
Univeraity.

This request came as a yesult of Boston University's desive to
ploneer in the field of religion and education by establishing a progrem
for its new gothio chapol that will ocut across all lines of separatensss
and woeld university and community together in organised religious worship.

The program which we have been able to develop at Fellowship Church
in the last-few years was a decisive factor in the university's deoision
to undertake a broader but eimilar program in the city of Boston.

In the light of my omm religious commitment, I feel compealled to
give this invitation favorable consideration. The university has a
studert body of some 26,000, with 16 colleges in the system, inoluding
8 School of Theolcgy with 41l students from more then 200 American col-
leges and 15 foroign countries,

" We have been distressed, all of us in Fellowship Church, that the
young theologians coming out of the seminaries teoday have no special
training in developing churches that can btreak through the interculturale
interrscial barriers in religion. The opportunliy to “pastor" the uni-
versity, to take leadership in developing a church there and, at the

bame tims, to offer courses in the Bchool of Theology, is the most
orucial challenge inherent in this invitation.

I am convinsed, also, that the close rolationship between our pro-
gram here and the one to be developed there should make all of us feel
a direct and personal conngotion with this larger projection of the
Fellowship Dream. Whether or not the foundation of the creative adven-
ture which we axre, has been securely laid, will be datermined by the
way in which we rise to meet this new challenge which is presented to
USe

In the light of these convictions, I am requesting that the church
grant mo a leave of absense, beginning August 1, 1953, that I may spend
the necessary time helping Boston University develop a strategic blue-
print for this most extraordinary venture that has taken place in
American university life. -

It would be my plan to return to San Francisco during the swumey
months, sharing in the work of the church in any ways that seemed use-
ful and also to maintain as mush contact with the development here as
would be conducive to growth and responsibility. I would like it
clearly understocd that San Franoisco is home, and the church, into
which nine oruscial years have been put, must contimus to be & part of
whatever I may undertake in the future. '

In a few days, the Chairman of the Board will call a mseting of
the congregation for the purpose of making plans that will guide us
in the adjustment necessary to deal affectively with this now chalw-
lenge. You will give this your best thought and personal praysrs
that the thing that is done may be as God wills it.

Hx




