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WE HAVE A FRUITFUL ARRAY OF 
POSSIBLE TECHNICAL OPTIONS TO 

LOW-CARBON TRANSITIONS



BUT THESE HAVE A HOST OF EQUITY AND JUSTICE IMPACTS
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META-ANALYSIS OF 198 ARTICLE AND 332 DISTINCT 
CASE STUDIES









• Just Transition. “A set of principles, processes and practices that aim to ensure that no people, workers, 

places, sectors, countries or regions are left behind in the transition from a high-carbon to a low-carbon 

economy.” 

• “It stresses the need for targeted and proactive measures from governments, agencies, and authorities to 

ensure that any negative social, environmental or economic impacts of economy-wide transitions are minimised, 

whilst benefits are maximised for those disproportionally affected.”

• “Key principles of just transitions include: respect and dignity for vulnerable groups; fairness in energy access 

and use, social dialogue and democratic consultation with relevant stakeholders; the creation of decent jobs; 

social protection; and rights at work.”

• “Just transitions could include fairness in energy, land use and climate planning and decision-making 

processes; economic diversification based on low-carbon investments; realistic training/retraining programs that 

lead to decent work; gender specific policies that promote equitable outcomes; the fostering of international 

cooperation and coordinated multilateral actions; and the eradication of poverty.”

• “Lastly, just transitions may embody the redressing of past harms and perceived injustices.” 
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EQUITY AND JUST TRANSITION IN THE IPCC
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JUST TRANSITIONS FRAMEWORKS
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“JUST TRANSITION” CAN ALSO BE 
INDICATED BY ACTIONS AND POLICIES
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`
“JUST TRANSITION” CAN ALSO BE INDICATED 

BY SOCIAL MOVEMENTS



And Just Transitions is only one of 88 (!) theories to ID
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And each of 
these 
theories 
sees ID as 
something 
different:
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