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María Inclán – Associate Professor (Profesora-Investigadora) of Political Science at the Center 
of Economic Research and Teaching (Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas, CIDE) 
in Mexico City – presents a chapter from her upcoming book on the Zapatista movement and 
Mexico’s democratic transition. 

Inclán’s research is centered in studying the relationship between social movements and 
democratization processes. As a member of the international project “Caught in the Act of Protest: 
Contextualizing Contestation” (www.protestsurvey.eu), she has also conducted survey research on 
urban protests in Mexico City to identify mobilizing dynamics, motivations, and political attitudes of 
protest participants. In her current research, she is using text and image recognition technologies 
to trace discourse framing over time and across movements. 
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ZAPATISTAS BETWEEN SLIDING DOORS OF 
OPPORTUNITY: MOBILIZATION WITHIN TRANSITION
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