






My living arrangement: 

I lived in the same double studio with my friend and BU classmate XXX.  We chose the 
living arrangement before going to Lyon, from the information we had on the pamphlets. 
The "Cour des Muses I," the residence we were at, was mostly a foreign students 
residence. Our residence was 30 minutes away by walking from the main university (Les 
Manufactures du Tabac location) and 5 minutes from the other location. We tried to walk 
every day, but when in a hurry, we could take the metro. The studio has the minimum 
necessary, and I fully appreciated the balcony that came with it. Unfortunately, "La Cour 
des Muses I," our residence, was located in one of the most dangerous neighborhoods in 
Lyon, called "Guillotiere." Thus, we had to cross a section of drug dealers every time we 
went to or came from school. 

What I particularly enjoyed or disliked about the overall experience: 

I enjoyed the extra time I had for my personal hobbies, such as jogging, traveling, playing 
cards, reading, etc. I felt that the experience allowed me to live a stress-free law student 
experience, since there generally were no assignments to worry about, and the exams, 
with few exceptions, came at the end. I also enjoyed the teaching and the exam style 
based on memorization, because I now remember more about the subject matter studied 
than I usually do after regular BU exams. I loved the city, its churches, its plazas, its 
restaurants, and its pubs. Everywhere in Lyon there was a piece of history. I enjoyed 
being able to walk around and sightsee, and on many occasions I walked all the way up to 
the famous "Fourviere" basilica, from where there is a beautiful view of the entire city. 
Not to forget the Roman Theatre ruins that are very impressive and still standing after all 
these millennia. I still feel proud to have studied in a city where cinema itself was 
invented, as I saw at the Lumiere Brothers house and Museum. 
I liked the food a lot, although it was very expensive. I dined many times at the local 
"Bouchon" restaurants, and got to try most of the local specialties. 

I disliked the fact that we were living in a building mostly for foreign students, with 
almost no French people. This way I did not get to interact properly with French students. 

What future participants should know when considering the program: 

• There would be a lot of memorization involved in writing the exams.
• Most Profs lecture and do not like to be interrupted with questions

Practical tips and pointers for future BUSL participants: 

• always take a look at the boards on the wall that have announcements, because
that is the way the administration/professors communicate with you, rather than
by email

• choose professors that speak clear French, or you will be frustrated; to know who
they are ahead of time, ask Prof. Moreteau







stop sending students to this LLM program. I have been dissatisfied with the courses, 
organization, and student care. 

City Life 
Lyon is not a good place for people who do not speak French. Although the 

program is in English, it is far better if you have had some French in the past. It is very 
expensive to travel in and out of Lyon. A ticket to the airport is 9-13 Euro (depending on 
whether you are under 25, and whether you buy single or return). RyanAir has only 1 
flight out of Lyon, and EasyJet has a very limited schedule. Train tickets are also 
expensive. It costs 50 Euro round trip to go to Paris or Geneva, and at least 30 Euro 
round trip to go nearly anywhere else closer. 

The program is small, so it was easy to make friends and have an adequate 
social life. Additionally, my cost of living was essentially what I expected. The only real 
surprise was the cost of traveling. Also, I applied for French benefits under CAF (cat.fr), 
which is available to students with a visa. This program should be made known to 
students because you can receive a stipend of well over 100 Euro per month. 

Conclusion 
While this report is fairly negative, the objectives of my study abroad experience 

have been met. I have been immersed in another culture, and experienced a VERY 
different approach to learning law. I have met many new people from all over the world. 
I am very glad I took the opportunity to study abroad, but I wish I had been aware of the 
difficulties for people with no French background in Lyon, and the cost of traveling from 
Lyon. I would have liked to have more opportunities to travel on the weekends. I would 
most want future students to understand those limitations of the city of Lyon. However, 
given the administration at Lyon Ill, I do not think it is a very good environment for 
learning the law. Unless the program undergoes significant changes, I think BU should 
refrain from sending students in the future. 

Sincerely, 
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