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Education

Princeton University
Ph.D., Politics, 2010

Williams College
B.A. Astrophysics and Political Science, Cum Laude, 2002

Academic Positions

Boston University, Department of Political Science
Associate Professor, 2018-Present
Assistant Professor, 2011-2018

Director of Undergraduate Studies, 2016-Present
Faculty Director, MetroBridge Program, 2018-Present

The Policy Lab at Brown University
Fellow, 2020-Present

Evidence informed policy research, evaluations, and consulting for state and local
governments

Dartmouth College
Postdoctoral Fellow, The Rockefeller Center for Public Policy and the Social Sciences,

2009-2011

University of California Berkeley
Visiting Scholar, Center for the Study of Law and Society, AY 2007-2008

Book

Neighborhood Defenders: Participatory Politics and America’s Housing Crisis (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), 2019, Cambridge University Press

- Reviewed in Perspectives on Politics, City Journal, Economics 21, Public Books

- Covered in (e.g.) Vox’s “The Weeds” podcast, the New York Times Upshot, CityLab,
Slate’s “Gabfest,” Curbed, Brookings Institution Up Front
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Peer Reviewed Publications

19. Perceptions of Public Health Priorities and Accountability among U.S. Mayors (with
Luisa Godinez Puig, Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer, and Monica Wang,
Public Health Reports, forthcoming

18. Public Knowledge, Contaminant Concerns, and Support for Recycled Water in the
United States (with Jillian Goldfarb, Wendy Heiger-Bernays, and Douglas Kriner),
Resources, Conservation, and Recycling, Volume 150, 2019

17. Who Participates in Local Government: Evidence From Meeting Minutes (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), Perspectives on Politics, Volume 17, Issue
1, pp 28-46, 2019

2020 Heinz Eulau Award for best paper published in Perspectives on Politics

16. Cities Learning: Evidence of Policy Information Diffusion From a Survey of U.S. May-
ors (with Katherine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), Political Research Quar-
terly, Volume 72, Issue 1, pp 243-258, 2019

15. Legitimacy, Ideology and the Court’s Roller Coaster Week of Salient Decisions (with
Dino P. Christenson), Political Research Quarterly, Volume 72, Issue 2, pp 637-652,
2019

2015 Western Political Science Association Pi Sigma Alpha Award (best conference
paper)

14. Do Mayors Run for Higher Office? New Evidence on Progressive Ambition (with
Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer, and Robert Pressell), American Politics
Research, 2018 (published online)

13. Recruiting for Online Surveys in the United States and India: Facebook, Mechanical
Turk and Qualtrics (with Taylor Boas and Dino P. Christenson), Political Science
Research and Methods, 2018 (published online)

12. Partisanship and Preemption: Mayors on Local Autonomy (with Katherine Levine
Einstein), PS: Political Science and Politics), Volume 51, Issue 1, 2018 (Invited Article)

11. Cities in American Federalism: Evidence on State-Local Government Conflict from a
Survey of Mayors (with Katherine Levine Einstein), Publius, The Journal of Federal-
ism, Volume 47, Issue 4, pp 599-621, 2017

10. Does Race Affect Access to Government Services?: An Experiment Exploring Street
Level Bureaucrats and Access to Public Housing (with Katherine Levine Einstein),
The American Journal of Political Science, Volume 61, Issue 1, pp 100-116, 2017

9. Mayors, Partisanship, and Redistribution: Evidence Directly From U.S. Mayors (with
Katherine Levine Einstein), Urban Affairs Review, Volume 54, Issue 1, pp 74-106, 2018

2015 APSA Urban Politics section best APSA paper prize
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8. Domain Specific Change: The Supreme Court and Public Support for Health Care
Reform (with Dino P. Christenson), Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol 79: No. 4, pp
881-905, 2015

7. Mimicking and Modifying: An Experiment in Learning From Others (with C. Daniel
Myers), Journal of Theoretical Politics, Vol 27:No. 4, pp 588-612, 2015

6. Do I think BLS data are BS? The Consequences of Exposure to, and Questions About,
Conspiracy Theories (with Katherine Levine Einstein), Political Behavior, Vol. 37:No.
3, pp 679-701, 2015

5. Chief Justice Roberts’ Health Care Decision Disrobed: The Micro-Foundations of the
Court’s Legitimacy (with Dino P. Christenson), The American Journal of Political
Science, Vol. 59, pp 403-418, 2015

2015 APSA Law and Courts section best article prize

4. How Often Do States Learn? From Whom? Evidence of Policy Knowledge Diffusion
from New Hampshire and Vermont (With Zoe Friedland) American Politics Research,
Vol. 42, pp 956-985, 2014

3. Learning by Mimicking and Modifying: A Model of Policy Knowledge Diffusion with
Evidence from Legal Implementation, Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization,
Vol 32:No. 2, pp 339-370, 2014

2. Safety in Numbers: Mainstream-Seeking Diffusion in Response to Executive Compen-
sation Regulations, Quarterly Journal of Political Science: Vol. 8:No 2, pp 95-125,
2013

1. Conditional Strategic Retreat: The Court’s Concession in the 1935 Gold Clause Cases,
The Journal of Politics, Vol 71:No. 3, pp 800-816, 2009

2005 APSA Law and Courts section best graduate student paper prize

Select Work in Progress

- County Over Party: How Governors Prioritized Geography Rather Than Particularism
in the Distribution Opportunity Zones (with Maxwell Palmer)

- Stress Testing the Court’s Legitimacy: Legal Realism, Politicization, and Diffuse Sup-
port Around Justice Ginsburg’s Passing

- How Does COVID-19 Impact Local Participation? Early Evidence From Public E-
Meetings (With Katherine Einstein, Luisa Godinez Puig, Maxwell Palmer)

- Apartments “Destroy the Suburbs?”: Evaluating the Racialization and Nationalization
of Zoning Politics (with Katherine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer)
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- Domestic War Metaphors, What Are They Good For? Absolutely Nothing? Exper-
imental Evidence About COVID-19 and Essential Workers (with Jessica Blankshain
and Danielle Lupton)

Other Academic and Policy Publications

13. Policing and Protests: Menino Survey of Mayors Report, Boston University Initiative
on Cities (with Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer and Stacy Fox), 2021

12. COVID-19 Recovery and the Future of Cities: Menino Survey of Mayors Report,
Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer
and Stacy Fox), 2020

11. Counting the City: Mayoral Views on the 2020 Census: Menino Survey of Mayors Re-
port, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell
Palmer and Stacy Fox), 2020

10. Can Mayors Lead on Climate Change? Evidence from Six Years of Surveys (with
Katherine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), the Forum, 2020

9. Menino Survey of Mayors Report, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer, and Stacy Fox), 2019

8. Mayoral Views on Economic Incentives: Valuable Tools or a Bad Use of Resources?,
Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Graham Wilson), 2019

7. Menino Survey of Mayors Report, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), 2018

6. Mayoral Views on Racism and Discrimination Boston University Initiative on Cities
and National League of Cities (with Katherine Levine Einstien, Katharine Lusk, Maxwell
Palmer, Christiana McFarland, Leon Andrews, Aliza Wasserman, and Chelsea Jones),
2018

5. As the Trump administration retreats on climate change, US cities are moving forward
The Conversation (with Katherine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), 2018

4. Menino Survey of Mayors Report, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein and Maxwell Palmer), 2017

3. Menino Survey of Mayors Report, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein and Conor Leblanc), 2016

2. U.S. mayors desperate to fix crumbling infrastructure but states, feds hold them back,
The Conversation (with Katherine Levine Einstein), 2016

1. Model Neighborhoods Through Mayors’ Eyes 50 Years After the Civil Rights Act
Boston University Law Review Vol 95 No. 3, 2015, pp 873-889 (with Katherine Levine
Einstein)
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0. Menino Survey of Mayors Report, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with Kather-
ine Levine Einstein), 2015

0. 21st Century Mayors Survey Report, Boston University Initiative on Cities (with
Katherine Levine Einstein and Katharine Lusk), 2014

0. Crowdsourcing Panel Studies and Real-Time Experiments in MTurk, The Political
Methodologist Vol 20, No. 2, March 2013 (with Dino P. Christenson)

Reviews

Framing Equal Opportunity: Law and the Politics of School Finance Reform, by Michael
Paris, Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 20 No. 12 (December, 2010) pp.719-722

The Health Care Cases: The Supreme Court’s Decision and its Implications, by Nathaniel
Persily, Gilian E. Metzger, and Trevor W. Morrison (eds.), Law and Politics Book Review,
Vol. 24 No. 2 (March, 2014) pp.102-104

Awards

2020 Heinz Eulau Award for best paper published in Perspectives on Politics : “Who Par-
ticipates in Local Government: Evidence From Meeting Minutes (with Katherine Levine
Einstein and Maxwell Palmer)

2015 Pi Sigma Alpha Award: Best Paper Presented at Western Political Science Association
“Legitimacy, Ideology, and the Court’s Roller Coaster Week of Salient Decisions” (with Dino
P. Christenson)

2015 Best 2014 Published Article Award – APSA Law and Courts section “Chief Justice
Roberts’ Health Care Decision Disrobed: The Micro-Foundations of the Court’s Legitimacy”
(with Dino P. Christenson)

2015 Best 2014 APSA Paper –APSA Urban Politics section “Cities, Inequality, and Re-
distribution: Evidence from a Survey of Mayors” (with Katherine Levine Einstein)

2005 CQ Press Award: Best Graduate Student Paper, APSA Law and Courts section -
“Strategic Retreat and the 1935 Gold Clause Cases: Upholding the New Deal to Challenge
the New Deal”

Research Grants

2015 “Recruiting Subjects for Online Surveys: Facebook versus Mechanical Turk.” Co-PI
with Taylor Boas and Dino P. Christenson. Hariri Institute for Computing, Boston Univer-
sity,$20,000.
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2016 “Integrating Science, Health and Policy to Engineer Global Sustainable Water Ac-
cess.” Co-PI with Jillian Goldfarb and Wendy Heiger-Bernays, Pardee Center for the Long
Range Future, Boston University $30,000

2017, “Menino Survey of Mayors,” Co-PI with Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer,
and BU Initiative on Cities. Rockefeller Foundation

2017, Direct Research Support. Individual Donor 2019-2021, “Menino Survey of Mayors,”
Co-PI with Katherine Levine Einstein, Maxwell Palmer, and BU Initiative on Cities. Rock-
efeller Foundation

Teaching and Research Interests

American Political Institutions, Policy Diffusion and Policy Making, Courts, Executive
Branch, Local Politics, Law and Regulation, Housing

Teaching - Boston University

Local Policy Analysis Lab (2019, 2021)

It’s a Free Country: Controversies in Civil Liberties (2020)

The Politics and Policy of HBO’s The Wire (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019)

American Constitutional Development (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018)

Law and Society (2011)

Civil Liberties (2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021)

Judicial Politics and Process (2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018)

Graduate Research Workshop (AY 2016-2017)

Teaching - Dartmouth College

Law, Rights, and Public Policy in Education (Spring 2010)

Introduction to American Politics (Summer 2010)
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Law, Courts, and Public Policy (Spring, 2011)

Policy Research Shop (2009, 2010, 2011) - Advise teams of students working on applied
public policy projects on behalf of the New Hampshire State Government

Independent Study Advisor (Summer 2010, Winter 2011) - Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign
Aid, Parties, Leadership, and the Contract with America

Selected University, Department, and Professional Ac-

tivities

Faculty Director, MetroBridge, BU Initiative on Cities (2018-)

Director of Undergraduate Studies, BU Political Science Department (2016-)

Chair: Department Tenure and Promotion Committee (2020)

Chair: American Politics Assistant Professor Hiring Committee (2020)

Program Committee, Midwest Political Science Association (2019-2020)

Award Committee: Law and Courts graduate student paper prize (2014, 2019)

Law and Courts Section Chair, New England Political Science Association Meetings (2017)

Boston University College of Arts and Sciences, Academic Policy Committee(2015-)

Boston University College of Arts and Sciences, Academic Conduct Committee (2015-)

BU Initiative on Cities Faculty Advisory Board (2015-2016)

Co-organizer: BU Research in American and Comparative Politics Seminar (2012-2016)

Co-organizer: BU Junior Faculty Social Science Colloquium (2014-2016)

Other Work Experience

Monitor Group, Cambridge MA
Strategy consultant 2002-2004.
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