
	  
	  
Abstract	  
	  	  
Answers	  to	  subject	  questions	  have	  focus	  stress	  on	  the	  subject	  (Halliday	  1967,	  Krifka	  2004,	  
and	  many,	  many	  others).	  
	  

(1)	  Q:	  Who	  mocked	  Danny?	  (Subject	  Question)	  
✓	  A1:	  JANET	  mocked	  Danny.	  
✗	  A2:	  Janet	  mocked	  DANNY.	  

	  
This	  pattern	  is	  extremely	  robust.	  However,	  Spathas	  2010,	  Ahn	  2012,	  and	  Ahn	  2014	  have	  noted	  
one	  apparent	  exception:	  sentences	  with	  a	  reflexive	  pronoun	  (e.g.,	  himself,	  herself,	  
ourselves,	  ...).	  
	  

(2)	  Q:	  Who	  mocked	  Danny?	  (Subject	  Question)	  
✗	  A1:	  DANNY	  mocked	  himself.	  
✓	  A2:	  Danny	  mocked	  HIMSELF.	  

	  
Even	  though	  the	  question	  in	  (2)	  is	  a	  subject	  question,	  focus	  stress	  falls	  on	  the	  object,	  himself.	  
This	  pattern	  shows	  that	  the	  linguistic	  properties	  of	  sentences	  with	  a	  reflexive	  pronoun	  are	  
different	  from	  other	  sentences	  -‐-‐	  this	  talk	  explores	  what	  those	  differences	  are,	  and	  sheds	  
light	  on	  the	  way	  syntax,	  semantics,	  and	  phonology	  are	  connected.	  

	  

Refreshments	  will	  be	  served.	  

This	  is	  also	  a	  Facebook	  event:	   	   https://www.facebook.com/events/833168360060702/	  

RSVP	  appreciated	  but	  not	  required.	  

Co-‐sponsored	  by	  the	  BU	  undergraduate	  Linguistics	  Association	  (BULA)	   	  
and	  the	  Department	  of	  Romance	  Studies/Linguistics	  Program.	  

	  


