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The "Obscenit y & Censorship"  Conference:

A word, or  a phrase or  a work  of  ar t  deem ed obscene for  not  fol low ing t he m oral 
st ruct ures and sensibil i t ies of  a par t icular  per iod is a t ale as old as t im e. Yet , we as 
hum ans of t en t ake t hese judgm ent s at  face value, at t r ibut ing it  t o t he dom inant  
cult ure at  hand and ut t er ing it ?s just  t he way t h ings are. If  we t urn a m ore cr it ical eye 
t o t hese works t hat  were not  only accused of  being obscene, but  also underwent  a t r ial 
t o validat e t hat  judgm ent , i t  bears ask ing: who or  what  has t he aut hor it y t o deem  a 
work  of  ar t  as such. Who or  what  det erm ines t hat  an exposed breast  in a paint ing by 
Rosso Fiorent ino is less obscene t han a paragraph of  l iber t ine l i t erat ure penned by t he 
Marquis de Sade or  t han a cinem at ographic shot  of  m ale genit al ia in t he Decameron?

We invit e you t o address and dialogue w it h t he inherent  m oralit y or  obscenit y w it h in 
our  num erous and var ied f ields of  st udy. This am biguous, if  not  am bivalent , judgm ent  
placed on works of  ar t  can also quit e easily be ext ended t o pop cult ure and everyday 
l i fe. We hope t hat  GAFIS 2021 w il l  be a place of  com pell ing and product ive 
int erdisciplinary discussion on t he t opic of  obscenit y.

We would l ike t o invit e scholars t o subm it  a paper  f rom  any, but  not  l im it ed t o t he follow ing areas:

- Gender  & Wom en?s St udies

- Mat er ial Cult ures

- Foreign Language 
& Lit erat ure

- Film , Theat er  
& Per form ance Ar t

- Psychology

- Law

- Int ersect ional St udies

- Ar t  & Ar t  Hist ory

- Hist ory & Polit ical Science

- Ant hropology

- Sociology

- Philosophy

- Religious St udies

- Aging & Disabil i t y St udies

- Cr it ical Race, Post -Colonial 
& Cult ural St udies

Please subm it  your  abst ract  t o Irene Hat zopoulos & Char les Kil l ian at  gaf is2021@gm ail.com  by 11:59pm  
CST on January 9t h, 2021. Including your  nam e, academ ic af f i l iat ion, and t it le of  present at ion. Your  

abst ract  should not  exceed 300 words. Please also include a shor t  bio in your  subm ission. Present at ions 
m ust  be bet ween 15 and 20 m inut es, and in English. 
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